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SUBJECT: LABOR ATTACHE CONFERENCE 

REF: STATE 069914 

1. AS BLAKE IS EMBASSY OFFICER MOST FAMILIAR WITH 
JUDICIAL ASSISTANCE TREATY, EMBASSY CONSIDERS IT INAD- 
VISABLE THAT HE BE AWAY FROM BERN DURING FORMAL NEGOTIATING 
SESSION SCHEDULED FOR MAY 29-30. IN CIRCUMSTANCES, 

SUGGEST THAT LABOR REPORTING OFFICER MILTON A. BEARDEN 
BE SUBSTITUTED FOR BLAKE' S PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCE. 

2. LABOR AFFAIRS ARE HANDLED WITHIN ECONOMIC SECTION 
AT BERN. IN ADDITION TO CARRYING RESPONSIBILITIES AS 
LABOR REPORTING OFFICER, BEARDEN HANDLES COMMERCIAL 
POLICY. CONSEQUENTLY HE HAS OCCASION TO MAKE PLANT 
VISITS AND IS CONVERSANT WITH VIEWS OF MANAGEMENT AS 
WELL AS LABOR. 

3. IF DEPARTMENT CONCURS THIS SUBSTITUTION, ASSUME 

LABOR DEPARTMENT WILL FUND BEARDEN’ S TRAVEL ON SAME TERMS 
AS IT PLANNED FOR BLAKE. 

DAVIS 
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